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Subject....Public Works Depzrtnent (Soochow Road) Depot - Agitation oo. 
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Made by Do Sa Ta BORDA OT ec. Forwarded by... 3) Gs ie... x. ak. of. pcb tee NEF, 


__CdReference the remarks of D.c,(Speciel : Branch) on this 


_section's report of October 26 on the “bove subject: I have 
to report that Coolies No's 102 Tsai Too Yung. KSB), 282 
Yuen Ten Soen (¥YFBH ) ona 429 Tsao Teh Ling (FLEA) who, 


as stated in the "“bove mentioned report, formed « delegation 
end interviewed Mr. T.K.Ho, Deputy Secret of the Shanghal _ 


Municipal Council, on 25 Cctober, ere not the real esitators 


in the present unrest. However, the dismissal of these men _ 


from F.W.D. service is at present under consideration by _ 


reason of the fect that they disobeyed an order strictly _ 


_forbiddins them to lodge com mplaints in person to officials in | 


‘\b _the Administration Building. ee a eee ae 
—_._-___The agitators principally responsible for the present 

- /: -State of affnirs have now been ascerteined to be No's 143, 145, _ 

rg 18& and 206 (all Central end Northern). The P.W.D. Authorities — 


Mt, 


nawe been consulted rerg@rding these ecitetors and stete that oe 
\ 


Rep ere quite agreeable thet these men should be placed 


yattscide the barriers if this action should be decided upon by 
the Police. In this connection Mr, W stead could assist 


in identifying the offenders as he is able to recognize all 
of them. 


\ D.C. (Special Branch). a 


Beets |. ne Tn a4 or my Be face Gime 
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REPORT 
Date... O¢tober.. 295,937. ” 


......Department..Seechow Road Depot. 


Mad- hy. ... 


~DeSele Laurier 000 Porssurded by... a See Neh ert Mee, 


-Porsvarded by.. a arr © rey a en 


—__...._...With further reference to this sections report of 


22October e to correct certain = 


mistakes contained therein. _ tia Sa : = 
At the foot of the first page it was stated that 


the Public Works Department had informed the coolies that as 
om the commencement of last week they would be employed in 
otation, which would ensure each man's receiving one full dg@’s _ 

pay end five one-third day's pay per week which would be equal ~ 

to two and two-third days" pay per week per man. This ip 
ncorrect, the announcement being to the effect that those _ 


oolies for whom regular work could be found would be paid _ 


nomial wages as long as there was work to be done but that __ 


affected by the decrease would then be automatically placed _ 
‘},on the unemployed list. At the same time 211 unemployed_ a 


Yoolies attached to the depot, of whom there are some 1,800, — 
were told tha here could be no guarantee of immediate future 


| employment and that so long as the Council were able they 
would be paid, in the nature of a dispensation, an amount 
equivalent to one-third of a day's pay per man. It was made 
clear to them, however, that the Council was under no obligation 
to either continue the dispensation indefinitely or guarantee 


re-employment at eny future date. This announcement by the _ 
: D m. was made after the Department had de. 
<a 


affer, to repatriate and pay two weeksa' pay per men to all papers 
unemployed workers who desired to leave Shanghai. However  _ 


the 180 coolies who accepted these terms subsequently turned = 
the offer down necessitating cancellation of the arrangements : 
Which the Council had made with the Shipping Company for _—s—s—— 
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their repatriation. 


_On page 2 of the report referred to above it was 


Building to air crievances woule be arrested - this is. 
neorrect as instant dismissal was the warning given. _ 


_of the agitators principally responsible for tne present 


8 900n a8 this information is obtained. 


stated that the Public Works Department nad warned tne coalies _ 
that the members of sny delegation celling at tne Administration | 


feeling of discontent and a further report will be submitted 


hl ns OO 


« a 
tsa 2 wee Cox ee 


iu Pites toe ABS/ ST. 
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Sin =m ......Station, 


Date. Oct. 27th. 19 S76 
Further to Disturbance over salary at the P.W.D. Markham Road 


Sublect .......... 


REPORT 


Sir, 


_Sinoe forwarding the previous report on this occurrence, 


police lave ke;t observation at the ».W.. Markham Road Depot, 
—but_to date no disturbance of any nature has eventuated. 
—__.___Imspector Holt, 2.7.9. has informed the undersigned to the 
effect that there is now no sisms of disagreement anongst | 
thoge entitled to various smounts of pay have . 


__eecepted sane without further ado. . es meee 
re is no reason to suppose, he states, that there wijl | 


._he_any further signe of disagreement amongst them and no  _—s_—| 


mention of the dismissed coolie, No. 39, is likely to recur, 
He considers the incident is closed. | 


ew De File No. are | 
a OT SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. Ky 


S.1. Special. Branch$ td fy, as 


REPGEr Date. QCtober 26, ., 37 


Subject..Public Works Department(Soochow Road) Depot. - agitation amongst workers. 


the road workers attached to the Public Works Department Soochow 


Road Depot, called on Mr. T. K. Ho, Deputy Secretary of the 


_Shanghai Municipal Council at the Administration Building at 


3S pem. October 25, 1957, and presented a petition(translation — 


of which was forwarded with Special ranch Report on October 25) 


_ requesting Mr. Ho to negotiate with the Public Works Department 


_for restoration of the half-pay scale of wages which was in 
force between August 19, and October 21, when the Council ; 


reduced the wages of unemployed workers to one-third. In 


_ reply, Mr. Ho stated that he would take this matter up with _ 


an answer in due course. The representatives expressed satis-_ 


_faction with the answer and withdrew quietly. 


Prior to visiting Mr. T. K. Ho, the representatives 


mentioned above called at the Chinese Ratepayers association, _ 
59 Hongkong Road intending to interview Mr. Yu Ya Ching. This 


however, was absent at the time and the representative 


eft without seeing him, | sah ciate Maids i 


D.C.(Special Branch). ogists ‘ight denwtiin dg, Baill, 
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REPORT i 


Date .... October Biss 37. 


Subject Cin full) FeW.De (Soochow Road) Depot - agitation auongst workers.  —sssiyj. 
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Made by UrSe1+ Shih ssu-chien Forwarded by hae (3 rk ef hy pbith cio, ASH 


A petition, a ee 


was prepared by the road worxers attached to the i./.D. So 


Road Depot, anc has been hanced to foreimen Hsu vei gen (F71 ait 


and Chen Ah ‘Wei wid hey for transmission to the fublic work 


Departinent of the Snax hai )iunicipal Council. ae ae 
7 , Pers th 
It is further learned that workers Tsai Foo sung fac =) 
7 (J 


Tsang Lee Sune and three others iiay viake an ap:eal to Lire Tehke 


ho, Deputy Secretary of the sShansbai Liunici; uneil, at the. 
Adiinistration Buildi at Delle tO-Gay, October 25, 1937. __ 

Dian’ — 
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Translaticn of a petition submitted by the road workers 
of the Soochow Road Engineering Depot to Public Works 
Department. 


October 25, 1937. 


‘ 


Sometime ago, we were notifiew by your Gouncil to 
the effect that the workers would be given curtailed 
work and that repatriation fees would be issued to use 
AS a matter of fact the repatriation fund which you 
issued to us was insufficient for the purpose. So we 
have petitioned your Ceuncil for the issue of 2 months* 
pay for our repatriation, but no reply has so far been 
received. Now, our weekly pay hae further been reduced 
from one-half pay to one-third of our pay, which came 
into force on October 21. Most of our workers have to 
support families of some 8 members; one-third of our 
weekly pay is not more than $1.30 which means that our 
G@aily inoeme is less than 19 eents. It is absolutely 
impossible to support a family with this small pay. 

For humanities sake, you should mot do this. We request 
you te withdraw your orders and keep issuing us half 
pay weekly. 


‘at 
. ood vite Spel WEIL 2 
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Velie se betel. Covsivgs Moet ONT petition 
TO os eieee Ae 9 wo ae Larrt PCretery Vehicle 


ee 


wa etreter iat. 
% &Lout Gren. MGIOEY 5 Ste 29,1837 » deputation 
Of TAPEE f siete COOLLe: naed (Li tao Teh Ling (Bt tA, 
(2) Yuen dei wu BAA) on (CO) Tsai Foo Yoong (#2 & # ) 
C&lled et the s@ministr-tior “vilcdins in order te 


pres. -b £& petition to 7. Tener soeistant cecretery 


Seles Secretartet contsisiny & protest concerning 


recuction in salarice of evel. coolieg. 
Te TeK. "9 recetvea the petition at about 3.46pm. 
nd later informs: the represantcatives thet the matter 


cere uncer the provinea of the Fell De where same will 


receive sttention. The represertetives then left the 


tut 1d ing; quietly, 
Police under Inspector Browarigg 


A party of Uniferm 
/pochnttey, With detectives were dn attendance. 
 Bnquiries by p.a.1. Tilton and C.D.3. 36. 
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Made by DeSele Laurier _ _ Forwarded by....... . oh theis las” a) ’ 


Pe ErenioeGreddoek of tne Fublic works Department save 


an i..terview to thres representetives of the cooli:s in the 


__Soocnow Roed Vepot at 10.45 aeme on Cctobe. 23 when the workers 


were instructed 2s followss- 


° 
1. The Council herd now definitely esncelles its offer to 


grent unemrloyved coolics two weeks pay ani renatristion, 


in view of the co@lies" aesitation for further extension 


Stes of these privileres. 


al’ _ 2. The Council is definitely not prepared to continue half 
pey benefits to unemployed coolies, tnouch so long -s it 


a is aude to,it vill way them one third of a day's pay for 


j _ days on which they are unemployed. 


— _.... The coolies' reyvresent: tives reitercted continued payment 
—rer 7tea convinued paym 


of half vay for unemployed workers and stated th-t they would send 


a delegation to interview -r. T.K. lo if this reouest was not 


HY. complied with. Mr. Brennan-Creddo-k warned them tn=t all members 


of - of such a delegation would be dismissed instently. _ . 
ng 


C _. \_ After furthe: discussion Mr. Brennan-Craddock assured 


et ee ‘the coolies that if they were prepared to submit a further 


a Letter to the Council agreeing to dismissal on payment of two ; 
~~ Nee = ee en ee 


‘gs weeks? pay thet he would recommend, though not guarantee, ac- 


sents 


incident. 


The three representatives who attended are as follows:- 
Doti- No.14 Sung Dau Sung 7h jm 
Koe74E Zune Ah Yen 
« tls Noel02 Tsai Foo Yoong &-E *% 


on None of the above men are agitators. Names and numbers 


of aritetors are being ascertained. @ f/ : 
“4° AtA2A44260 _= 
.. oye j ‘ " 


| © Dec. (Special Branch) 
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F Sins. Station, 
Date..248t Ooter ro 37 
Subject DABtuPvange over silary at the ?.... Markham Rord Dente 


REPORT 


Made by DeS.de Taylors ins . Forwarded ty. SH LA fen a gens we 


31 rp ef 


At 0065 pete on 21/30/57, & tolephone iie age Vas received 


from Invector jiudeon of the .  Sopte, ve +Ce, repdting a large 


mumber of coolies conercgated outcide the grtcs of the Markham _ 
_Road 3's 6). “cpot, causing a vist er ancoe 


__The Inapcotor i/o, 2.1. ‘mrvey, and a mer hee imedintely a 


__&t¢tended wacre it was f und _thi.t 500 ccolies, (150 on fullepay, 


‘and the remainder on pert-tine) were coucrverntea at the nvove 
place, _atscunsi ne the popsibilit ies of the demand ing of the 


reinstating of coolie/’ 39 who was disnioced by “re Hopkin ey 


__Austotant Gnzineer, shout 14 dayw ngos It vas aloo Leorned that 


it was intended to pay 160 of these coolies, Sut, these nen 
refuscd to socept their yay uttiess the remainder were alse 


paid, at the came time denonding that coolie 30 be reinutatede | 


a These e002 tes were finally dispersed, .ithout any 


disturbance, by pol-ce, shortly after arrivale 


Inepector Halt, #eeDe, will supwaly the naneo and other 


partioulary of the instivaiors of this oocu renee, in CO idy 


CA SA when interviewed tomorrow A.J. 28/10/37 : 
C va ° Enquiries Fevenied that 350 of these aoolies have been on 
“} | Makiteony aimee the 290K Aieuat 9%) Wut tos Ce sews anlery 

wu they were scheduled to receive 1/3 only, they being merely 
a oyed when work was nvailatie. ‘This is partly responsiwe ‘ 


\ "| ger the discongent. 

a Ne disturtunce is expected, tut ebservatien is being 
Vc maintained ty yelice in the usual waye 
A further repert will be forwarded , after enquiries re the | 


of thie cecurr-nee have bee made, 


* A mae 7 mes “ 


$ 
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S.1. Special srangn/f// 
‘clei Det O820bOE 22, 1 3? 


Subject Discontent amongst the workers of the Public Works Depertment, 


Made by... D2 Sele Laurier 


At 9.3C a.m. October 22, upon receipt of » telephone message 


_from Louza Station, detectives attached to this branch proceeded 


Os — _to the Public Works Department (Soochow Road) Depot. _ Upon 
ue _arrival_ it was found that a crowd of several hundred coolies 
A ad _had collected in the compound and on the roadway and whilst 
’ 
Care Ashe they showed no outfward signs of intending violence it was 
Sak buen 24 tained, upon entering, that the foreign staff, most of 
bie. /e@ whom had been there since 7 a.m. were unable to leave the 
14 premises on account of the refusal of the workers to permit them 
a ag} __to_ do so. It was then ascertained that the present trouble 
3 arises out of the present hostilities which have been the cause_ 


qe i 


of the closure of all Public Works Department Depots except __ 


__the Soochow Road Depot and the Gordon Road Depot. A large _ 


...mumber of those coolies who formerly worked in the depots now 


_ closed were consequently taken on the strength of the Soochow 


Road Depot and the regulsr staff of the depot, numbering some 


700 men and the temporarily accommodated men numbering some 


1,800 men were from 19th August, 1937, paid a full day's wage 


for those days on which they were employed and half a day's 


for those days on which there was no work for them to do, 
Recentl however, the Public Works Department authorities es 


informed the coolies that as from the commencement of the 


current week they would be employed in a rotation which would 
ensure that each man received one day's full pay and 5 days 


2 
one third pay per week, totslling 23rds. days' pay per week — 
: per man. Strong objection was taken to this decision by the 


2: dorkers whereupon the Public Works Department authorities 


3 


Re lata ain ie a SBN AL Sie ee 2 


offered, as a counter measure, repatriation and two weeks pay, : 


able on board the boats at time of departure, to those men 


Beem 37 SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
Leaders cette tach dw alae Station, 
PORT 
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a 


who did not wish to continue in service on the proposed new | 


terms. _ a ne ee ee 2 aa aap aid Alara es 


On October 21, the workers countered with a demand for 


repatriation and two months pay per man, in a letter addressed 


_to the Council. At 7 a.m. October 22, the Public Works Depart- 


ment geve the workers a bergal reply to the effect that the | 
erms Of the offer regarding repatriation and two weeks pay 


_Were cancelled and that the conditions of service in force _ 


_prior to the offer being made would be reverted to. 


After further consultation between the depot authorities _ 


and the Head Office on October 22, it was decided that no 
_further action could be decided upon by the Council until a 


_fuller discussion of the matter had taken place. 


_The foreign and Chinese staff left the depot at about 10.20 


_&om. without any show of extreme violence on the part of the 


coolies. The latter left the depot soon afterwards after having 
decided to send a delegation to the Administration building 
between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. today to demand a more satisfactory 


reply from the Council to their letter of October 21. 


This decision to send a delegation was subsequently cancelled, 


however, in view of the Public Works Department's warning issued 


Bead eb iets Sidhe. eh 


to the coolies several days ago that the members of any such 


delegation would be arrested if found in the vicinity of the a 
Administration Building. 
The coolies thereupon decided upon another course, which 
| Was to collect at the depot on Soochow Road and there await a 
reply from the Council. Consequently between 1 p.m. and 2 Poem. 


be pen 300 and 400 coolies collected on the roadw outside 


the depot with this object in view - their inability to enter 


Grow 1 a7 SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT 


SOE i sh toed wee at ttl ono Castner a en gach ee een 
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the compound being due to the gates having been previously —s_— 


shut by the police on duty there. eee fet 
—— A_ copy of the letter addressed to the Public Works Depart- 


ment by the coolies on October 21, 1957 is attached hereto, 


_D. C. (Special Branch). pe oe 
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Translation No. 3843. ; 
» 


Letter (dated 21/10/37) from wotlk 


o 
To C. P. W., P. W. D. 


We have been verbally informed by your officer that 
our servicee are to be terminated owing to the curteilment of 
roed works during this period of emergency and that we are to 
be supplied with passoxees to our homes. 

We are much obliged to you for this kind assistance, 
but we have to draw your attention to the fact that as we are 
from different places, such as Shantung, Shansai, Chihli, 
Anhui, etc., the evacuation of the whole lot of us together 
with our families to Nantungchow, where we will still be miles 
away from our native country, wil) not be the finel settlement 
of the case. 

We, therefore, earnestly request that you will kindly 
grant us all two months’ pay to be applied to passages beyond 
Wantungchow. Asa soufvenir of our service with the Council, 
it is our sincere desire to retain our badges and we shall be 
obliged if you can see your way to comply with this last 


request of ours. 


